
Schools Near Decommissioned 
Nuclear Reactors

Dave Lochbaum

February 2022



Decommissioned 
Zion Nuclear Plant Distances from Zion:

East Elementary 
School – 1 mile

Shiloh Park Middle 
School - 2 miles

Elmwood School – 2 
miles

Beulah Park 
Elementary School – 2 
miles

West Elementary 
School – 2 miles



Decommissioned 
Yankee Rowe 
Nuclear Plant

2 miles away



Three Mile Island 
Nuclear Plant

Lyal Fink school 
(3 miles away)



Three Mile Island Unit 2 Accident Chronology

• March 28, 1979 – Partial meltdown of reactor core

• March 30, 1979 – Gov. Thornburgh recommends that pregnant women and pre-
school children within 5 miles of plant evacuate; the Governor also recommends 
the closure of about 23 schools within 5 miles of the plant (ML19224A781)

• April 9, 1979 – Gov. Thornburgh rescinded the evacuation recommendation for 
pregnant women and pre-school children and said that schools that had not 
already re-opened would re-open (ML19289F974)

Searches through TMI files has not come across any mention of radiation 
monitoring at schools during the 10-year decontamination of TMI-2 and the 
packaging and shipment of core debris to the Idaho National Engineering 
Laboratory



The school in Naraha was built to replace one contaminated by the 2011 
accident at Fukushima.

Snapshot from 2018 National Geographic documentary, Return to Fukushima





The school’s front entrance. Just off the left edge of the picture along the 
fence line is a radiation monitor. 

Snapshot from 2018 National Geographic documentary, Return to Fukushima



The solar-powered radiation monitor visible to drivers exiting the 
school’s entrance area.

Snapshot from 2018 National Geographic documentary, Return to Fukushima



The solar-powered radiation monitor provides a continuous read-out, 
but no trending.

Snapshot from 2018 National Geographic documentary, Return to Fukushima


